
Masterpiece: 100 Cans, 1962 by Andy Warhol  
Keywords: Pop Art, geometric shape, repetition  

Grade: 5th Grade  

Month: December  

Activity Collective 100 Cans  

Meet The Artist:  
! Born Andrew Warhola in 1928 near Pittsburgh, Pa. He was an American painter, film-

maker, publisher and major figure in the pop art movement. He died in 1987.  

! As a child, he was sick often. His mom would give him a Hershey bar for every coloring 

book page he finished. He remembers his mom  

making Campbell’s Tomato soup and loving it. He excelled in art and won a scholarship to 

college.  

! After college, he moved to New York City and became a magazine illustrator and became 

known for his drawings of shoes. His mother lived with him. They had little money, they 

even had no hot water. The tub was actually located in the kitchen. They also had up to 20 

cats that lived with them.  

! In the 1960’s, he started to make paintings of famous American products such as soup 

cans, coke bottles, dollar signs, celebrity portraits. He became known as the Pope of Pop – 

he brought art to the masses by making art out of daily life. Pop Art – a major art 

movement of the 20th century in the United States that uses elements of popular culture, 

magazines, movies, music, bottles, cans (everyday objects seen in a new way).  

! Warhol also made over 60 films and wrote several books. He created the fashion 

magazine “Interview”, which is still published today.  

! The Andy Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh, PA. is the largest American Art Museum 

dedicated to a single artist – there are more then 4,000 works by Warhol himself there.  

! He was very eccentric and loved to wear crazy large blond wigs and wore huge glasses. 

He was once shot in stomach because a man thought he was too different.  

! He died after routine gall bladder surgery at the age of 58.  

 

Possible Questions:  
! What do you see in this painting? What shapes do you see? (circles, rectangles, 

cylinders) What kinds of shapes are these called? (geometric).  
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! How are today’s cans different from Warhol’s painted cans in 1962? How are they the 

same? Do you think he liked soup? (Warhol ate tomato soup every day for 20 years)  

! Is this painting symmetrical or asymmetrical?  

! What colors are in the painting? What kind of colors are they? (warm)  

! How many cans are there? This is called repetition - a design that is used over and over 

again, repeated. A popular method used in Pop Art.  

! What do you like about this painting? What don’t you like?  

! How does it make you feel?  

! What would you title this?  

 

Activity: Collective 100 Cans  

Materials: White construction paper, rulers, pencils, fine tipped black markers, oil pastels  

Process:  
1. Before the class, make sure the construction paper sheets are cut in half so they are 

9x6.  

2. Have the students use rulers to draw a line down each side (9”) of paper-1/4” from each 

side. Each line will end 1” from the top and bottom of the paper.  

3. The students will connect the lines at the top and the bottom with arc lines-to make a 

can.  

4. Draw a circle in the middle of the can-a little closer to the top-draw a line from each 

side of the circle to each side of the can.  

5. Write out the word “Campbell’s” at the top. Print “condensed” below that. Print the name 

of a soup below the circle and below that, print the word “SOUP” in capital letters.  

6. Outline all of the above with a fine tip black marker. The students can elaborate the 

letters to make them stand out.  

7. Use bright oil pastels (or crayons, markers) to color in the cans.  

8. Have them initial the bottom corner (small!)  

 
**** All of the artwork will be collected so that it can be mounted on a large piece of butcher 

paper- overlap the rows so the bottom of the cans are sitting on top of the cans on the next row. 

The finished project should look similar in nature to Warhol’s 100 cans. This will be displayed at the 

Art Walk. **** 


